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It  seems  to  me  that  all  collectors 
unless  the  object  of  the  mania  is  decidedly  absurd 
are  worthy  of  respect  to  a certain  degree.  They 
combat  and  retard  at  one  point  universal  and  in- 
evitable destruction.  They  save  and  preserve  the  past 
— and  a selected  past. 

But  I believe  that  among  them  those  who  col- 
lect old  books  are  particularly  inspired.  Tor  they  pre- 
serve  not  only  — as  do  other  collectors  — an  object 
of  art  (here  the  binding , if  it  is  beautiful,  is  a work 
of  the  brain  as  well  as  the  hand);  they  preserve  in 
addition  what  was  through  the  printed  word  the 
direct  expression  of  the  mind.  They  often,  by  the 
fortunate  reunion  of  these  three  things  — an  an- 
tique armorial  binding,  an  important  text,  and  an 
illustrious  period,  possess  and  safeguard  historical 
fragments  trebly  alive. 

— Jules  Lemaitre 

Provided  courtesy  of  George  Frederick  Kolbe/Fine  Numismatic  Books  • Crestline  CA 
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Presidents  Message 

The  last  "President's  Message"  outlined  current  NBS  Board  projects.  A 
number  have  been  completed;  others  are  in  progress.  Already  in  your  hands 
is  the  new  Asylum  index;  a significant  accomplishment  due  to  the  efforts  of 
Messrs.  Kolbe,  Malkmus,  Orosz  and  Sullivan.  To  further  support  the  educa- 
tional aspect  of  our  club,  the  author  and  subject  indexes  will  be  provided 
electronically  to  The  Harry  W.  Base  Research  Foundation  for  integration  with 
their  numismatic  periodical  index  project  available  on  the  internet. 

As  many  members  have  heard  "via  the  grapevine,"  your  board  is  now 
meeting  approximately  every  three  months  via  conference  call  to  forge  head 
on  projects.  The  following  is  a summary  of  key  decisions  made  during  the 
last  six  months  to  benefit  the  organization. 

BACK  ISSUES  OF  THE  ASYLUM 

Once  per  year  available  back  issues  of  The  Asylum  will  be  offered  for  sale 
in  The  Asylum.  Back  issues  will  be  priced  at  $5.00  per  issue  postpaid.  The 
secretary-treasurer  will  maintain  the  inventory  of  back  issues  and  coordi- 
nate all  sales.  See  Volume  15,  Nos.  3 or  4 for  a list  of  available  back  issues. 

ANNUAL  TREASURER'S  REPORT 

A Treasurer's  Report  will  be  included  annually  in  The  Asylum.  It  will  be 
customary  for  the  information  to  be  disseminated  following  the  annual  club 
meeting  in  conjunction  with  the  ANA  Summer  Convention. 

ADVERTISERS  - MEMBERSHIP  NOT  REQUIRED 

The  board  agreed  to  accept  ads  from  non-members  of  NBS.  The  consen- 
sus was  that  the  extra  funds  generated  will  help  to  support  the  organization. 

MEMBERSHIP  REPORT 

The  board  agreed  that  a membership  report  and  list  of  new  members 
should  be  included  in  each  issue  of  The  Asylum.  The  Treasurer  will  be  re- 
sponsible for  submitting  this  information  to  the  editor  prior  to  each  issue. 

NBS  AWARDS 

Long-standing  members  of  NBS  are  familiar  with  previous  controversies 
regarding  award  presentations.  Policies  for  presenting  awards  have  never 
been  clearly  established,  occasionally  leading  the  privileged  to  establish  the 
outcome.  To  correct  this  situation,  the  Board  has  unanimously  endorsed  a 
plan  to  formalize  the  establishment  of  three  awards  and  to  take  the  opportu- 
nity to  honor  one  of  the  club's  founders.  Jack  Collins.  The  three  awards  are: 

1.  I he  Aaron  T eldman  Award  for  the  best  numismatic  literature  exhibit  at  the  annual  Sum- 
mer ANA  Convention.  This  annual  award  is  already  named  and  endowed  with  the  ANA. 
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2.  The  NBS  Writer's  Award  for  the  best  Asylum  article  of  the  year  as  voted  bv  the  general 
membership.  This  will  enable  the  organization  to  reward  contributions  to  our  flagship  pub- 
lication. Ballots  will  be  sent  out  with  the  annual  dues  notices  with  a clear  cut-off  date  for 
tabulation. 

3.  The  Jack  Collins  Award  for  overall  contribution  to  numismatic  literature  to  be  awarded 
periodically  by  the  Board  (not  to  exceed  once  per  year).  The  award  will  be  presented  during 
the  Summer  ANA  Convention  club  meeting. 


Looking  ahead  to  the  next  six  months,  the  Board  has  a number  of  other 
excellent  projects  underway,  with  more  pending.  In  particular,  VP  Wayne 
Homren  is  leading  the  development  of  an  NBS  Web  Site  which  will  be  avail- 
able by  this  summer.  Mr.  Frank  van  Zandt  has  prepared  a draft  of  new  NBS 
By-Laws  which  the  Board  is  currently  working  to  finalize.  More  information 
about  these  projects  will  be  available  in  the  pre-ANA  issue  of  The  Asylum. 

All  of  this  good  news  regarding  progress  we  are  making  as  a club  begs 
the  question:  "What  Else  Do  You  Want  from  the  Board  and/or  Club?"  Feel 
free  to  write  a letter  to  the  editor  or  a board  member. 

Enough  "President  Speak!"  Enjoy  the  rest  of  this  Asylum  issue. 


ANA  Convention  - Portland:  Planning  Underway 

The  NBS  will  be  holding  a joint  club  meeting  and  educational  forum  at 
the  Portland,  Oregon  ANA  Convention  in  August.  We  are  currently  seeking 
speaker(s).  If  you  or  someone  you  know  would  like  to  participate  in  the 
educational  forum,  please  contact  Michael  Sullivan.  We  can  have  a single 
speaker  (25-30  minutes)  or  a series  of  speakers  (5-10  minute  topics). 

Membership  Report 

NBS  welcomes  four  new  members:  Robert  C.  Clark,  Tom  O'Mara,  Craig 
N.  Smith  and  William  J.  Stone.  Currently,  there  are  234  NBS  members. 


NBS  PROGRAM  AT  CINCINNATI  ANA  MID-WINTER  CONVENTION 

Noted  bookbinder  and  preservationist  Gabrielle  Fox  will  be  the  featured  speaker 
during  the  Numismatic  Bibliomania  Society  club  meeting  at  this  year's  ANA  Mid- 
Winter  Convention  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  British-trained,  Ms.  Fox  is  highly  recog- 
nized as  an  exceptionally  skilled  artisan  in  custom  leather  bindings  and  miniature 
books.  She  excels  at  paper  and  book  preservation  and  also  teaches  the  art  of  pres- 
ervation and  book  binding  at  various  institutions  across  the  United  States.  The 
presentation  will  be  from  4-5  PM,  Friday,  March  20th  at  the  Cincinnati  Convention 
Center.  Feel  free  to  bring  along  a book,  document,  or  pamphlet  for  Ms.  Fox's  rec- 
ommendations on  binding  and  preservation  options.  For  further  details  contact 
Michael  J.  Sullivan,  P.  O.  Box  32131,  Cincinnati,  OH  45232;  tel:  513-665-4918. 
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Collecting  the  Auction  Catalogs  of  Numismatic  Fine  Arts 

Kerry  K.  Wetterstrom 

Most  of  us  iii  the  coin  collecting  fraternity  have,  by  now,  probably  read 
about  the  rise  and  fall  of  Bruce  McNall,  the  former  owner  of  Numismatic 
Fine  Arts,  International  (NFA)as  well  as  the  Los  Angeles  Kings  professional 
ice  hockey  team,  Gladden  Entertainment  (a  movie  production  company), 
and  a part-ownership  in  Superior  Stamp  & Coin,  Company-  Much  has  been 
written  about  Mr.  McNall  and  his  business  dealings,  and  it  is  not  my  inten- 
tion to  debate  the  pros  and  cons  of  his  ethics  and  business  practices  in  this 
article,  but  rather  to  discuss  my  own  personal  "bibliomaniacal"  quest  to 
obtain  each  and  every  auction  catalog  issued  by  MFA,  especially  the  hard- 
bound or  “Special  Edition"  issues  as  they  are  sometimes  labeled. 

I have  always  admired  the  catalogs  issued  by  Numismatic  Fine  Arts, 
not  only  for  their  superb  production  values,  but  for  the  scholarly  and  highly 
readable  cataloging  by  such  eminent  classical  numismatists  as  David  R. 
Sear,  Catharine  C.  Lorber,  Rob  Freeman,  Eric  McFadden,  Simon  Bendall,  et 
al.  If  Bruce  McNall  left  one  legacy  to  numismatics,  it  would  certainly  be 
these  auction  catalogs  where  seemingly  no  expense  was  spared! 

In  May  of  1984  I was  fortunate  enough  to  be  able  to  attend  the  sale  of  the 
first  part  of  the  John  W.  Garrett  collection  of  ancient  and  foreign  coinage 
sold  jointly  by  nfa  and  Bank  Leu,  the  Zurich,  Switzerland  firm.  (The  cata- 
logs issued  by  Bank  Leu  are  also  highly  sought  after  and  would  merit  an 
article  of  their  own).  The  sale  of  the  Garrett  collection  was  conducted  at  the 
Beverly  Wilshire  Hotel,  not  far  from  the  offices  of  nfa,  at  that  time  located 
at  342  North  Rodeo  Drive.  I made  a point  of  visiting  nfa's  office  as  I wanted 
to  meet  in  person  both  David  Sear  and  Shirley  McNall,  Bruce's  mother  and 
the  manager  of  the  nfa  book  department,  I had  corresponded  many  times 
with  Shirley  and  she  had  provided  me  with  many  of  my  early  book  pur- 
chases in  the  area  of  ancient  numismatics.  (I  must  admit  that  as  I had  only 
graduated  from  college  the  year  before,  books  had  been  about  the  only 
items  that  I could  afford  to  collect  prior  to  that  visit). 

While  chatting  with  Shirley,  she  showed  me  a few  hardbound  editions 
of  prior  nfa  auction  catalogs.  I was  immediately  hooked  so  1 purchased  a 
few  copies  that  were  in  stock  at  the  time,  and  I also  reserved  a hardbound 
set  of  the  Garrett  catalogs  that  Shirley  told  me  were  to  be  produced  (more 
about  these  later).  After  I returned  home,  at  that  time  in  Denver,  I admired 
my  coin  purchases  from  the  Garrett  sale,  but  I was  even  more  enamored 
with  the  catalogs.  I spent  countless  hours  perusing  the  pages  of  these  cata- 
logs and  gleaning  wonderful  tidbits  of  information  from  the  descriptions 
and  stories  contained  within. 
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Over  the  course  of  the  next  decade,  I started  to  attempt  a complete  col- 
lection of  nfa  auction  catalogs  with  a special  emphasis  on  the  hardbound 
editions.  I was  fortunate  enough  to  become  friends  with  Rob  Freeman,  one 
of  the  numismatists  at  nfa,  and  he  often  provided  me  with  hardbound 
copies  of  nfa  catalogs  as  they  were  produced.  But  it  was  not  until  the  de- 
mise of  McNall's  business  empire,  and  with  it  nfa,  that  I started  to  seri- 
ously pursue  nfa's  hardbound  catalogs.  After  all,  they  were  now  a finite 
set  instead  of  an  ongoing  project.  The  first  problem  that  I encountered, 
though,  was  to  determine  what  exactly  comprised  a complete  set  of  nfa 
auction  catalogs  and  which  ones  were  issued  in  a hardbound  edition. 

At  first  glance,  it  would  seem  to  be  an  easy  task  as  nfa,  in  the  European 
tradition,  numbered  each  one  of  their  catalogs  (using  Roman  numerals). 
But  after  lining  up  all  of  my  catalogs  on  a shelf,  I quicklv  realized  that 
certain  numbers  were  missing.  But  after  examining  the  dates  of  certain 
sales  such  as  the  two  Garrett  sales  held  in  California,  I realized  that  the 
dates  of  these  two  catalogs  fit  perfectly  into  the  numbered  sequence.  A 
discussion  with  Rob  Freeman  and  David  Sear  confirmed  that  the  Garrett 
catalogs,  parts  1 and  3,  were  also  nfa  catalogs  XIII  and  XV  in  the  numbered 
sequence.  In  addition,  several  of  the  firm's  mail  bid  sales  were  also  part  of 
the  sequence,  but  they  too,  did  not  contain  anv  identifying  markings  as  to 
this  fact.  NFA  also  issued  several  catalogs,  both  mail  bid  and  public  sales, 
that  they  chose  not  to  include  in  their  numbered  sequence  at  all  (e.g.,  the 
Winter  Mail  Bid  Sale  of  January,  1982,  the  "Caesar  Sale"  of  1991  and  a Buy 
or  Bid  Sale  of  September,  1993). 

The  next  task  was  to  identify  which  catalogs  were  issued  in  hardbound 
editions,  and  this  has  proven  to  be  a more  difficult  chore,  hence  part  of  the 
reason  for  this  article.  I have  been  able  to  locate  copies  of  all  of  the  so-called 
"Wide  Edition"  or  oblong  format  catalogs  issued  in  hardbound  editions, 
usually  in  leatherette,  by  nfa.  These  catalogs  measure  9 inches  high  by  10 
inches  wide  (oblong  small  quarto)  and  were  one  of  the  unique  features  for 
most  of  the  nfa  public  auction  sales,  nfa  also  issued  some  of  their  public 
auction  sales  and  all  of  their  mail  bid  only  sales  in  a standard,  8.5  x 11  inch 
format  (quarto),  including  the  aforementioned  Garrett  collection  catalogs 
and  their  1991  and  1992  ANA  convention  sale  catalogs. 

The  Garrett  sale  catalogs  have  proven  to  be  quite  elusive  in  the  hardbound 
editions,  and  a recent  offering  by  Dennis  Kroh  (Empire  Coins,  31  March 
1997,  lot  317)  is  one  of  the  few  complete  sets  that  I have  seen  offered  and  the 
price  realized,  an  amazing  $385,  seems  to  illustrate  the  rarity  of  the  set! 
Both  the  1991  and  1992  ana  convention  catalogs  were  issued  in  a hardbound 
edition,  but  I am  not  aware  of  any  of  the  other  public  sales  or  mail  bid  sales 
in  the  standard  quarto  format  existing  in  hardbound  editions. 
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One  of  the  more  interesting  nfa  auction  catalogs  is  the  sale  titled  Julius 
Caesar  and  His  Legacy  - An  Auction  of  Roman  Coins.  This  sale  was  held  on 
May  13,  1991  at  Caesars  Palace  in  Las  Vegas  in  conjunction  with  the  ISI 
Money  Show  Conference  which  was  held  at  the  nearby  Riviera  Hotel.  NFA, 
for  their  own  reasons,  chose  not  to  distribute  the  catalog  for  this  sale  to  the 
dealers  on  their  mailing  list  as  well  as  many  of  their  regular  customers. 
The  sale  targeted  a specific  audience,  generally  novices  in  their  understand- 
ing of  ancient  coinage,  hence  the  catalog  was  written  specifically  for  them 
by  the  NFA  staff,  which  included  at  that  time  Rob  Freeman,  Cathy  Lorber, 
Paul  Rabin  and  Dede  Acosta. 

It  included  a brief  historical  biography  and  background  on  the  corn  type 
for  each  emperor  included  in  the  sale  as  well  as  many  individual  "chap- 
ters" devoted  to  such  topics  as  "Minting  Roman  Coins,"  "Roman  Com 
Denominations,"  "Grading  Ancient  Coins"  and  a "Glossary  of  Numismatic 
Terms."  Also  included  was  an  introduction,  "A  Brief  History  of  Imperial 
Rome,"  written  by  Rob  Freeman.  The  actual  technical,  numismatic  infor- 
mation (obverse  and  reverse  descriptions,  references,  etc.)  for  each  of  the 
155  lots  in  the  sale  was  contained  in  a 7-page  appendix  at  the  back  of  the 
catalog. 

Of  course,  it  did  not  take  long  for  the  rest  of  the  ancient  coin  dealer  and 
collector  community  to  "get  wind"  of  the  sale,  and  the  catalog  became  an 
instant  collector's  item.  Hardbound  editions  of  this  so-called  "Caesar"  auc- 
tion do  not  exist,  but  the  regular  card-covered  edition  routinely  fetchs  $100 
or  more  on  the  market  (the  copy  in  the  Empire  Coins  sale  garnered  $176, 
lot  314!). 


NUMISMATIC  FINE  ARTS  CATALOGS 


CATALOGUE 

SALE  DATE 

FORMAT 

NOTES  HARDBOUND 

Auction  I 

March  20,  1975 

Oblong 

Santa  Barbara  Museum  of  Art 

Yes 

Auction  II 

March  25,  1976 

Oblong 

Yes 

Auction  III 

March  27,  1976 

Oblong 

Judaean  & Biblical  Coins 

Yes 

Auction  IV 

March  24,  1977 

Oblong 

Richard  A.  Van  Every 

Yes 

Auction  V 

Feb. 23,  1978 

Oblong 

Yes 

Auction  VI 

Feb.  27,  1979 

Oblong 

Yes 

Auction  VII 

Dec.  6,  1979 

Quarto 

New  York  City 

No 

Auction  VIII 

June  6,  1980 

Oblong 

Boston  MFA  Duplicates 

Yes 

Auction  IX 

Dec.  10, 1980 

Octavo 

NYC  - Norman  Davis 

No 

Auction  X 

Sept.  17,  1981 

Oblong 

Yes 

Winter  MBS 

Jan.  15,  1982 

Quarto 

Not  numbered 

No 

Auction  XI 

Dec.  8,  1982 

Quarto 

NYC 

No 

Auction  XII 

March  23,  1983 

Oblong 

Yes 

Garrett  I (XIII) 

May  16-18,  1984 

Quarto 

With  Bank  Leu  AG 

Yes 

Garrett  II 

Oct’.  16-18,  1984 

Quarto 

Conducted  by  Leu  in  Zurich 

Yes 

Auction  XIV 

Nov.  29,  1984 

Oblong 

NYC 

Yes 

Garrett  III  (XV) 

March  29,  1985 

Quarto 

MBS  w/  Bank  Leu  AG 

Yes 
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NUMISMATIC  FINE  ARTS  CATALOGS  (CONTINUED) 


CATALOGUE 

SALE  DATE 

FORMAT 

NOTES  HARDBOUND 

Auction  XVI 
Summer  MBS 

Dec.  2,  1985 

Oblong 

NYC 

Yes 

(XVII) 

June  27,  1986 

Quarto 

No 

Auction  XVIII 
Winter  MBS 

Mar.  31- 
Apr.  1,  1987 

Oblong 

2 parts,  card-covers  Yes  (in  1 

(Part  I - Houghton  - Seleucid  Coinage) 

vol.) 

(XIX) 

Dec.  18,  1987 

Quarto 

Jonathan  Rosen  Collection 

No 

Auction  XX 

March  10,  1988 

Oblong 

Yes 

Fall  MBS  (XXI) 

October  12,  1988 

Quarto 

George  Brauer  Collection 

No 

Auction  XXII 
Winter  MBS 

June  1,  1989 

Oblong 

Yes 

(XXIII) 

Dec.  14,  1989 

Quarto 

No 

Fall  MBS  (XXIV) 

Oct.  18,  1990 

Octavo 

Cutler,  et  al  collections 

No 

Auction  XXV 

Nov.  29,  1990 

Oblong 

NYC  - 'EID  MAR' Aureus 

Yes 

"Caesar"  Sale 

May  13,  1991 

Quarto 

Las  Vegas  - Not  numbered 

No 

Auction  XXVI 

August  14,  1991 

Quarto 

ANA  - Chicago 

Yes 

Auction  XXVII 

Dec.  5,  1991 

Oblong 

NYC 

Yes 

Auction  XXVIII 

April  23,  1992 

Quarto 

Spring  MBS 

No 

Auction  XXIX 

August  13,  1992 

Quarto 

ANA  - Orlando 

Yes 

Auction  XXX 

Dec.  8,  1992 

Oblong 

NYC 

Yes 

Auction  XXXI 

March  18,  1993 

Quarto 

Spring  MBS 

No 

Auction  XXXII 

June  10, 1993 

Quarto 

Spring  NYINC 

No 

Buy  or  Bid  Sale 

Sept.  9,  1993 

Quarto 

Not  numbered 

No 

Auction  XXXIII 

May  3,  1994 

Quarto 

Spring  MBS 

No 

ENDNOTES 

Quantities:  I would  estimate  that  the  average  production  of  hardbound  editions  was  100 
copies  but  this  may  have  varied  from  as  little  as  20  (the  two  ANA  sales)  to  as  manv  as  500 
copies  (Auction  I)  based  on  information  from  former  NFA  employees. 

nfa  Fixed  Price  Lists:  nfa  also  issued  fixed  prices  lists,  usually  in  a smaller  format.(7"  wide 
by  9"  high).  A few  of  these  lists  were  Mail  Bid  Sales  and  as  such,  have  been  listed  bv  the  ANS 
Library  as  nfa  Sales  4A  and  5A  (FPL  No.  2,  November  1977  and  FPL  No.  10,  September- 
October  1978).  This  information  courtesy  of  John  Bergman. 

Rarity:  Most  of  the  hardbound  nfa  catalogs  would  qualify  as  scarce,  but  I would  define 
the  following  hardbound  editions  as  rare:  Auctions  II,  III,  IV,  V,  VI,  XIV  and  the  Garrett  Col- 
lection sales. 

loel  L.  Matter:  Numismatic  Fine  Arts,  Inc.  was  originally  a partnership  between  Bruce 
McNall  and  Joel  L.  Malter.  This  partnership  lasted  through  the  first  four  auction  sales  until 
McNall  purchased  Maker's  share  of  the  company.  Credit  should  be  given  to  Malter,  a noted 
numismatic  bibliophile,  for  instigating  the  hardbound  series  of  nfa  catalogs. 

Edward  Cans:  Cans  was  the  founder  of  the  original  Numismatic  Fine  Arts  and  issued  catalogs 
until  the  early  1960's.  He  was  located  in  New  York  City  and  then  later  moved  to  Berkeley, 
California. 
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The  Dick  Punchard  Library  Sale 

Pete  Smith 

Just  to  the  west  of  the  Columbia  Heights  City  Hall  and  Fire  Station  is  a 
commercial  block  that  has  seen  the  evolution  of  numismatic  literature  deal- 
ers in  Minnesota.  Between  1981  and  1984,  Michael  and  Marlene  Bourne 
did  business  out  of  a store  front  at  508  40th  Avenue  NE.  This  location  now 
has  a beauty  shop.  Across  the  street  at  number  509,  next  to  Marv's  Barber- 
shop, is  the  store  front  where  Remy  Bourne  started  dealing  in  literature  in 
1995.  This  is  now  the  location  of  "Ape  Hangers,”  a store  for  custom  motor- 
cycle parts.  In  1996  Remy  moved  across  the  street  to  an  apartment  over  the 
beauty  shop  that  shares  the  508  address.  Earlier  this  year  Remy  expanded 
into  506,  a former  upholstery  shop  that  now  houses  the  auction  room. 

A brown  door  with  white  lettering  reading  REMY  BOURNE  NUMISMATIC 
literature  identifies  the  business.  Upstairs  overlooking  the  street  is  Remy's 
office  with  computer  and  copy  machine.  Here  is  where  Remy  does  the  cata- 
loguing, and  shelves  set  into  a former  closet  hold  current  auction  lots.  A 
second  room  overlooking  the  street  has  more  shelves  and  a work  table. 
The  kitchen  is  the  wrapping  area  as  well  as  having  a sink,  coffee  machine 
and  refrigerator.  Two  back  rooms  and  the  hall  have  shelves  packed  with 
literature.  In  places  the  shelves  are  too  close  for  a visitor  to  bend  over  to 
look  at  lower  shelves.  The  bathroom  still  serves  its  original  purpose. 

The  auction  area  downstairs  has  more  shelves  around  the  walls  and 
boxes  piled  behind  a temporary  drape.  About  20  folding  chairs  were  set  up 
facing  the  head  table.  Coffee,  cookies  and  soda  pop  were  provided  on  a 
table  near  the  door. 

Fourteen  people  attended  the  first  session  of  the  sale  of  the  Punchard 
library  on  Friday,  September  12,  1997.  The  Bournes  included  Remy,  Avis, 
Marlene  and  Michael.  Their  two  assistants,  Dick  Hart  and  Lannie  Dietrich 
helped  with  the  sale.  Sale  consignor  Dick  Punchard  was  there  to  observe. 
Ken  Lowe  and  Phil  Carrigan  came  in  from  out  of  town  to  represent  them- 
selves and  other  bidders.  The  remaining  five  bidders  were  local  collectors. 

Remy  did  not  call  each  lot  in  the  sale.  As  in  other  recent  sales  he  went 
through  the  catalog  page  by  page.  Potential  bidders  called  for  numbers 
that  were  opened  at  a small  increment  above  the  second  highest  mail  bid. 
In  this  way,  the  sale  moved  along  quickly. 

Punchard  collected  every  book  listed  in  the  bibliography  of  Sheldon's 
Penny  Whimsy.  These  included  many  of  the  highlights  of  the  sale.  A copy  of 
Andrews'  1883  original  2nd  edition  of  An  Arrangement  of  United  States  Cop- 
per Cents  1816-1857  (lot  8)  realized  $242.  Ken  Lowe,  representing  a Califor- 
nia large  cent  collector,  bought  lot  19,  S.H.  Chapman's  1926  second  edition 
of  The  United  States  Cents  of  the  Year  1794  for  $221;  lot  20,  the  Clapp/ 
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Newcomb  1947  monograph  on  The  United  States  Cents  of  the  Years  1795, 
1796,  1797 , 1800  for  $187;  lot  21,  the  1931  Clapp  monograph  on  The  United 
States  Cents  of  the  Year  1798-1799  for  $907.50;  lot  25,  Crosby's  The  United 
States  Cents  of  1 793,  a bound  copy  of  the  article  from  the  April  1869  issue  of 
AJN,  for  $306;  and  lot  37,  Frossard's  1879  Monograph  of  United  States  Cents 
and  Half  Cents  Issued  Between  the  Years  1793-1857,  for  $275.  I picked  up  lot 
39,  the  Frossard-Hays  1893  monograph  on  Varieties  of  United  States  Cents  of 
the  Year  1 794  for  $181.50.  Remy's  American  Numismatic  Periodicals  1860-1960 
(lot  5)  realized  $224.40.  Prices  mentioned  include  the  10%  buyers'  fee. 

Dick  was  inspired  by  John  Adams'  United  States  Numismatic  Literature 
to  collect  every  sale  identified  as  "C"  or  better  for  U.S.  large  cents.  Some 
catalogs  may  have  appeared  at  auction  only  once  in  twenty  years.  Among 
auction  catalogs,  lot  59,  the  1930  ANA  sale  conducted  by  Paul  Lange  of  The 
Hobby  Shop  realized  $215.60;  Lot  200,  the  December  9-13, 1890,  Chapman's 
sale  of  the  collection  of  Thomas  Cleaneay  realized  $289.30;  lot  235,  another 
Chapman's  sale  of  the  Harlan  P.  Smith  collection,  with  printed  prices  real- 
ized sold  for  $248.60;  lot  252,  the  May  27,  1921,  sale  of  the  Hilliard/ 
Henderson/Kingman  collections  realized  $242;  lot  269,  the  Earle  collec- 
tion sold  June  25-29, 1912,  realized  331.10;  lot  285,  the  Jenks  collection  with 
printed  prices  realized  sold  for  $224.40. 

Nine  of  the  participants  adjourned  to  The  Ground  Round  restaurant 
after  the  Friday  session.  There  was  little  discussion  of  the  sale  but  much 
discussion  about  the  principals  and  staff  of  a prominent  national  firm. 

A pre-sale  lunch  on  Saturday  was  at  Vicky  Mae's  Restaurant  [Under 
New  Management]  across  the  street  and  next  to  the  barber  shop.  The  wait- 
ress had  been  on  the  job  three  days  but  managed  to  keep  the  orders  straight. 
We  discussed  specialized  libraries.  Ken  Lowe  described  the  world's  great- 
est collector  of  literature  having  anything  to  do  with  Greek  numismatics. 

On  Saturday,  bidder  attendance  was  down  by  one.  One  of  the  local  col- 
lectors arranged  for  me  to  bid  on  his  behalf.  An  added  visitor  was  Remy's 
granddaughter. 

The  Saturday  session  began  with  lot  707,  an  1869  first  edition  of  Maris's 
Varieties  of  the  Copper  Issues  of  the  United  States  Mint  in  the  Year  1794.  My 
opening  bid  was  rejected  and  the  lot  was  withdrawn.  During  a later  break 
in  the  sale  we  discussed  the  book.  It  would  be  returned  to  Punchard  and 
would  be  available  later  at  a price  near  what  he  paid  for  it.  I called  George 
Kolbe  during  the  week  after  the  sale.  He  immediately  congratulated  me  on 
my  acquisition  of  the  Maris  book.  I don't  know  how  that  rumor  got  started. 

Lot  711,  Newcomb's  monograph  on  The  United  States  Cents  of  the  Years 
1801-1802-1803  went  to  Ken  Lowe  for  $671.  Lot  713  was  a copy  of  Howard 
Newcomb's  1944  first  edition  of  United  States  Cents  1816-1857  printed  on 
thin  paper  and  bound  in  red  leather.  It  realized  $247.50.  Lot  714  was  a thick 
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paper  first  edition  bound  in  red  leather.  It  realized  $242.  Another  first  edi- 
tion bound  in  maroon  cloth  and  annotated  by  Otto  Steinberger  (lot  715) 
realized  $635.80.  Two  1956  second  editions  did  not  sell.  A 1965  copy  of 
Sheldon's  Penny  Whimsy  autographed  by  Walter  Breen,  Dorothy  Paschal 
and  William  Sheldon  (lot  737)  realized  $253.  The  following  lot,  another 
1965  edition  unsigned  without  dust  jacket,  did  not  sell. 

Lot  1090,  the  Penn-New  York  Auction  Company's  sale  of  July  29,  1957, 
the  first  sale  catalogued  by  Q.  David  Bowers,  realized  $183.70;  lot  1168,  the 
Seavey /Parmelee  sale  of  1873,  realized  $451;  lot  1265,  Woodward's  sale  of 
the  Woodward  collection,  October  13-18,  1884,  realized  $550;  lot  1274, 
Woodward's  sale  of  April  27-29,  1886,  the  Twining  collection,  realized 
$425.70.  I was  interested  in  many  of  the  Woodward  catalogs  and  was  suc- 
cessful in  getting  19  of  them  with  most  going  within  $5  under  or  over  esti- 
mate. 

There  are  many  catalogs  from  the  1950s,  60s  and  70s  that  would  en- 
hance the  library  of  a collector  of  the  big  cents.  Lot  1141  included  21  Stack’s 
sales  rated  "A"  by  Adams.  These  included  William  Sheldon's  first  collec- 
tion sold  in  October  1938;  Anderson  Dupont,  September  24-25, 1954;  Phillip 
G.  Straus,  May  1, 1959;  Milton  A.  Holmes,  October  5-8, 1960;  Robert  Kissner, 
June  27-28, 1975;  Tad  collection,  February  4-6, 1976;  Floyd  Starr,  June  13-14, 
1984;  and  Herman  Halpern,  March  16-17,  1988.  These  sales  were  included 
in  a group  of  360  Stack's  sales  estimated  at  $3300.  The  lot  was  unsold.  An- 
other group  lot  of  8 sales  by  Superior  (lot  1197)  included  the  Charles  Ruby 
sale,  part  I,  February  11-13,  1974  and  Ruby  III,  February  10-12,  1975.  This 
lot,  estimated  at  $40,  also  did  not  sell. 

Collectors  of  U.  S.  large  cents  recognize  three  important  fixed  price  of- 
ferings: the  Adams,  French  and  Pearl  collection  sales.  Bowers  and  Ruddv's 
1982  fixed  price  list  of  John  Adams  cents  of  1794  came  in  a standard  edition 
and  a deluxe  library  edition  sold  by  advance  subscription.  The  deluxe  edi- 
tion (lot  1294)  realized  $242.  B.  Max  Mehl's  fixed  price  list  of  the  George 
French  collection  (lot  1303)  and  Numismatic  Galleries'  fixed  price  list  of 
the  Oscar  Pearl  collection  (lot  1308)  failed  to  receive  an  adequate  bid. 

I am  amused  when  I see  current  books  bring  more  than  issue  price  when 
offered  in  auctions.  My  book  on  numismatic  libraries  (lot  741)  is  still  avail- 
able at  $10  but  realized  $24.20  in  the  sale.  Robert  Julian's  book  on  Mint  med- 
als (lot  50)  is  frequently  offered  at  $35  or  less  yet  realized  $55  in  the  sale. 

Ken  and  Phil  were  both  strong  bidders  while  representing  their  clients.  I 
believe  that  the  four  local  collectors  were  successful  on  fewer  than  a dozen 
lots  among  them.  I managed  to  exceed  my  pre-sale  budget  by  more  than 
20%. 

While  Punchard  collected  sale  catalogs  important  for  large  cents,  many 
of  the  catalogs  are  also  important  for  other  specialties.  After  the  sale,  Remy 
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mentioned  that  several  specialists  were  strong  bidders  on  catalogs  impor- 
tant for  their  specialty  and  many  bids  were  considerably  higher  than  the 
price  realized.  Dick  Punchard  was  pleased  with  the  results.  He  had  ac- 
quired the  library  for  use  rather  than  investment  and  said  that  he  used  the 
library  almost  every  evening.  He  had  already  gotten  his  value  out  of  the 
information  and  enjoyment  he  derived  from  it. 

I have  attended  five  of  the  six  sales  conducted  by  Bourne.  With  each 
sale,  there  have  been  unsold  lots  but  I believe  this  sale  had  fewer  unsold 
lots  than  usual.  Distribution  of  the  prices  realized  list  allows  collectors  to 
identify  unsold  lots  and  I understand  that  a number  of  these  items  have 
sold  at  negotiated  prices.  Typically  unsold  lots  are  offered  at  60%  of  the 
sale  estimate. 

There  were  few  runaway  prices  and  few  lots  bringing  more  than  125% 
of  estimate.  I believe  many  lots  attracted  one  strong  bidder  willing  to  pay 
well  above  estimate  but  few  lots  attracted  two  strong  bidders.  Some  mate- 
rial appears  frequently  at  auction  and  drew  little  interest  at  this  sale.  For 
some  material,  the  supply  is  thin  but  the  market  is  also  thin. 

If  this  had  been  a public  auction  of  large  cents  of  similar  rarity  and  con- 
dition, it  would  have  attracted  a hundred  bidders.  Many  of  those  collec- 
tors were  in  Long  Beach  for  sales  conducted  in  the  same  week  (The  Robert 
Vail  and  Dr.  Willard  J.  Carmel  Jr.  collections  by  Superior  and  the  Mac 
MacDonald  collection  sold  by  Heritage).  My  offer  over  the  Internet  to  re- 
view and  report  on  auction  lots  did  not  receive  a single  response.  I see  few 
collectors  of  large  cents  building  a basic  library  and  no  one  attempting  to 
duplicate  what  Punchard  assembled. 


Heritage  Announces  Summer  Intern  Positions 

Heritage  is  seeking  applications  to  fill  three  summer  intern  positions  at 
its  headquarters  in  Dallas,  Texas.  According  to  Steve  Ivy,  Heritage  Co-Chair- 
man, the  firm  is  "seeking  young  numismatists,  ages  18-22,  who  have  an 
abiding  interest  in  numismatics"  and  they  are  offering  "the  opportunity  to 
spend  the  Summer  in  Dallas  learning  about  the  coin  business."  It  appears 
that  at  least  one  intern  will  be  placed  in  Heritage  Rare  Coin  Galleries  and 
one  in  Heritage  Numismatic  Auctions.  The  intern(s)  filling  the  latter  posi- 
tion will  have  the  experience  of  helping  to  prepare  the  firm's  1998  ANA 
Summer  Convention  auction  sale  catalogue. 

Interested  young  numismatists  may  contact  Heritage  with  details  of:  T) 
numismatic  experience,  including  areas  of  specialization;  2)  ANA  courses 
taken;  3)  club/numismatic  affiliations;  4)  general  business  experience;  5) 
academic  record;  6)  two  letters  of  recommendation.  For  further  informa- 
tion, Carrie-Ann  Nemeth  may  be  contacted  at  1-800-872-6467  Ext.  242. 
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United  States  Treasury  Specimen  Books 
Raphael  Ellenbogen 

In  the  last  half  of  the  nineteenth 
century,  the  Treasury  Department  Bu- 
reau of  Engraving  and  Printing  pre- 
pared a very  limited  selection  of  speci- 
men books  for  distribution  to  dignitar- 
ies, political  figures  and  the  like.  Each 
volume  is  "one-of-a-kind,"  with  a dif- 
ferent selection  of  superb  intaglio- 
printed  engravings. 

The  portraits  and/or  vignettes  found 
in  each  volume  are  superb  proof  ex- 
amples of  design  elements  found  on 
United  Stated  currency  notes  and  finan- 
cial documents  of  the  period.  However, 
unlike  the  portraits  and  vignettes  on  fis- 
cal instruments,  those  found  in  speci- 
men books  are  full-size  and  are  not 
cropped,  demonstrating  in  full  the  origi- 
nal intent  and  design  of  their  talented  artists  and  extraordinary  engravers. 
Some  even  have  engraved  titles.  The  engravings  themselves  are  on  India 
paper,  typically  mounted  on  the  rectos  of  thick  card  stock  leaves  whose 
edges  are  gilt.  Almost  all  are  one  proof  to  a page,  only  on  one  side  of  each 
leaf.  Occasionally,  proofs  are  found  on  both  sides  of  a leaf  and  there  may  be 
multiple  proofs  on  a page.  Rarely,  a proof  may  be  found  printed  in  color. 


They  are  exquisite  examples  of  the  bookbinder's  craft , preserving  within 
them  the  superb  artistry  of  our  nation's  top  artists  and  engravers. 


Titles  are  beautifully  engrossed,  in  color,  most  including  the  names  of 
the  treasurer,  assistant  treasurer,  chief  of  the  bureau,  chief  of  the  engraving 
department,  acting  director,  etc.  This  makes  it  possible  to  date  the  volume, 
usually  within  a year  or  two,  based  on  the  terms  of  office  of  the  named 
officials.  The  treasury  seal  is  found  on  most  titles,  printed  in  shades  of  black, 
green,  red  or  purple.  On  a select  few,  a vignette  of  the  treasury  building 
replaces  the  seal.  There  is  usually  a frontispiece,  with  either  the  portrait  of 
a president  or  a vignette  of  a government  building  or  patriotic  device. 
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These  volumes  are  elegantly  bound  in  sumptuous  full  leather  (gener- 
ally morocco)  of  various  colors,  handsomely  tooled  and  lettered  in  gilt. 
There  are  raised  spine  bands  with  resulting  compartments  decorated  in 
gilt  and  on  one  panel  the  legend:  vignettes  and  portraits,  presidents  of 
the  united  states,  portraits  and  vignettes,  etc.  In  the  extremely  rare  event 
of  a multi-volume  set,  another  panel  would  bear  the  volume  number.  The 
pages  are  interleaved  with  either  tissue  or  bond  guards.  Most  volumes  fea- 
ture decorative  gilt  inner  dentelles  and  endsheets  are  sometimes  marbled. 
All  of  the  page  edges  are  brilliantly  gilt. 

Some  of  these  volumes  bear  the  names  of  their  recipient  on  the  front 
cover  impressed  in  gilt,  typically  within  an  oval  gilt  medallion.  They  come 
in  all  grades  of  preservation  and  a substantial  number  have  been  rebacked 
or  are  in  need  of  it.  They  are  exquisite  examples  of  the  bookbinder's  craft, 
preserving  within  them  the  superb  artistry  of  our  nation's  top  artists  and 
engravers. 

Over  the  years,  many  of  these  remarkable  volumes  have  been  broken 
up  and  the  individual  proofs  sold  separately.  Relatively  few  remain  intact 
and  in  good  condition.  Because  of  their  rarity,  beauty  and  educational  value, 
they  are  highly  desirable  and  eagerly  sought  by  bibliophiles,  syngraphists 
and  serious  collectors  all  over  the  world. 

Very  little  has  been  written,  or  is  known  about  this  subject,  except  for 
the  following: 

1 . Government  Gift  Books  of  Portraits  and  Vignettes  by  Julian  Blanchard,  Ph.D.,  in  The 
Essay-Proof  Jocrnai  No.  47,  July  1955.  Reprinted  in  Thf.  Essay-Proof  Journal 
No.  155  in  Summer  1982. 

2.  Government  Portraits  and  Vignettes  by  Julian  Blanchard,  Ph.D.,  in  The  Essay-Proof 
Journal  No.  77,  reprinted  in  No.  163. 

3.  United  States  Presentation  Book  of  Portraits  and  Vignettes  by  Mike  Carter,  NLG,  in 
The  Essay-Proof  Journal  No.  15. 

4.  Mystery  Book  Reveals  Some  Secrets  by  Mike  Carter,  in  The  Asylum,  Summer  1984, 
a reprint  of  the  above  article. 

5.  The  United  States  Treason/  Specimen  Books  by  Raphael  Ellenbogen,  in  Paper  Money 
No.  171,  Mav/June  1994. 

We  know  how  many  "Fractional  Currency  Presentation  Books"  exist, 
thanks  to  the  article  by  Martin  Gengerke  in  The  A.  N.  A.  Centennial  Anthol- 
ogy, where  he  indicates  in  his  "census"  that  fourteen  copies  have  presently 
been  traced.  There  is  no  surviving  census,  however  of  "United  States  Trea- 
sury Specimen  Books."  A number  of  collectors  have  been  contacted  in  an 
effort  to  provide  some  answers;  hundreds  of  auction  catalogues  have  been 
researched  to  provide  information  and  provenance;  books  and  periodicals 
have  been  consulted. 

As  of  this  writing,  forty-seven  books  have  been  located,  of  which  eigh- 
teen are  presentation  copies  and  nine  are  in  oblong  format.  It  is  also  inter- 
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esting  to  note  that  of  the  forty-seven  known,  one  is  in  the  A.  N.  A.  Library, 
ten  are  in  the  library  of  one  collector,  eight  in  the  library  of  another,  five  in 
the  library  of  a third,  four  in  the  library  of  a fourth  and  three  in  the  library 
of  a fifth,  leaving  the  balance  of  sixteen  books  distributed  among  others. 
Unfortunately,  some  collectors  are  reluctant  to  provide  information  on  their 
holdings.  Perhaps  this  article  will  stimulate  and  inspire  them  to  contribute 
to  the  data  acquired  thus  far.  However,  based  on  the  theory  of  probability, 
and  the  random  science  of  possibility,  adding  the  quotient  of  guess-ability, 
we  estimate  that  somewhere  around  one  hundred  or  so  examples  have 
survived  intact. 


RELEVANCE  TABLES 

The  following  are  signatories  that  may  by  found  on  the  title  pages  of  Specimen  Books: 


Truman  N.  Burrill 
John  G.  Carlisle 
George  W.  Casilear 
Charles  J.  Folger 
Charles  Foster 
Henry  C.  French 
O.  H.’ Irish 
Henry  C.  Jewell 
Claude  M.  Johnson 

George  B.  McCartee 
William  M.  Meredith 

Lot  M.  Morrill 
Thomas  F.  Morris 
John  G.  New 
John  S.  Sherman 
J.  Kendrick  Upton 
William  Windom 
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The  Asylum 


KEY 


Leather:  Mostly  morocco,  some  calf 
V:  Vignettes 
P:  Portraits 
New:  As  new 

Indian:  Weeping  Indian  vignette 
House:  The  White  House 
Edges:  All  three  edges- gilt  on  almost  all 
T=:  Total  of  both  portraits  and  vignettes 
STP:  Signatories  on  title  pages,  as  follows 


1.  McCartee 

2.  Casilear 

3.  Sherman 

4.  Upton 


10.  New 

11.  Burrill 


12.  Kendrick 

13.  Johnson 


7.  Windom 

8.  Meredith 

9.  Folger 


5.  Irish 

6.  French 


14.  Morris 

15.  Jewell 

16.  Morrill 

17.  Foster 

18.  Carlisle 


Note:  Question  marks  signify  "Unknown."  Some  survey  respondents  did  not  complete  are 
data  requested  in  submission  forms.  Where  owners  of  books  were  unknown,  data  was 
secured  from  sales  catalogues  which  had,  in  most  cases,  incomplete  information. 


SOME  NOTES  ON  RECIPIENTS  OF  SPECIMEN  BOOKS 

Thus  far,  only  a few  biographies  have  been  found  on  recipients  of  Trea- 
sury books.  Many  references  were  consulted,  including  Who  Was  Who  in 
America,  historical  volumes,  the  N.  Marquis  Co. 

Mrs.  E.  Pierrepont:  Wife  of  Edwards  Pierrepont,  Attorney  General  from  Connecticut.  Born 
March  4,  1817,  died  March  6, 1892.  Edwards  was  assistant  attorney  in  the  prosecution  of 
Jhon  H.  Surrat,  for  complicity  in  the  assassination  of  Abraham  Lincoln  in  1867.  He  was 
U.  S.  District  Attorney  1869-1870.  Mrs.  Pierrepont  was  the  former  Margaretta  Willoughby 
and  was  married  on  March  27,  1846. 

Matthew  Hale  Carpenter:  His  full  name  was  Decatur  Merritt  Hammond  Carpenter  and  he 
was  a Senator  from  Wisconsin  1869-1875  and  1879-1881.  Carpenter  represented  Secre- 
tary of  War  Belknap  in  his  impeachment  trial.  Born  December  22,  1824,  died  February 
24, 1881. 

William  Alman  Wheeler:  Vice-President  of  the  United  States  under  President  Rutherford 
Hayes  from  1877  to  1881.  Earlier,  he  served  as  a member  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
from  New  York,  1861-1863  and  1869-1877.  Born  June  30,  1819,  died  June  4,  1887. 

lames  Gillespie  Blaine:  Served  as  a member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  from  Maine, 
1863-1876,  became  Speaker  1869-1875.  He  was  Secretary  of  State  under  President  Garfield 
in  1881  and  was  an  unsuccessful  candidate  for  President  in  1884.  Secretary  of  State  un- 
der President  Harrison,  1889-1892.  Born  January  31, 1830,  died  January  27,  1893. 

Herbert  Rush  Preston:  A lawyer,  born  January  24,  1861;  died  October  15,  1937. 


I he  following  individuals  greatly  assisted  in  the  research  and  "tracking  down"  of  the 
Treasury  Specimen  Books  in  this  "census,"  and  it  is  appreciated:  Rich  Brinton,  Lynn  Chen, 
Devid  D Gladfelter,  John  W.  Jackson,  George  F.  Kolbe,  Paul  Melnick,  Eric  P.  Newman,  John 
Parker,  Michael  Sullivan  and  John  Wilson. 
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Happy  as  I am  to  be  a member  of  the  Numismatic  Bibliomania  Society, 
I am  not  a true  bibliomaniac.  I hope  this  confession  doesn't  get  me  black- 
listed. Recently,  I was  elected  to  your  Board.  One  friend  of  mine  said  that 
everybody  he  voted  for  got  elected.  I suggested  that  he  was  the  only  one 
who  voted,  but,  though  related,  that  isn't  the  point  of  this  dissertation. 

My  primary  interest  in  books  has  little  to  do  with  bindings,  endpapers 
or  endleaves,  cloth  grains,  half  bound  morocco,  foxing,  limited  editions, 
vellum  or  all  that  stuff.  My  concern  is  with  what  is  on  the  pages  between 
the  covers.  So  now  I find  myself  an  officer  of  an  organization  of  biblio- 
philes whose  interest  may  include  what  is  between  the  covers,  but  also 
encompasses  how  the  book  was  made,  which  imprint  it  represents,  how 
many  copies  exist,  et  cetera  et  cetera.  (Et  Cetera=what  you  put  down  when 
you  don't  know  what  you're  talking  about). 

Concerned  that  I might  embarrass  you-all  with  my  lack  of  knowledge,  I 
called  his  eminence  (should  I use  capitals?)  George,  and  if  you  don't  know 
which  George,  you  shouldn't  be  receiving  this  publication.  "George,"  I said, 
"if  I am  to  be  an  officer  in  NBS,  perhaps  I should  know  something  about 
books  in  addition  to  what  those  words  and  pictures  between  the  covers  tell 
me." 

George  obliged  and  (it  surprised  my  wife,  Jeanne,  not  at  all)  I went  to 
Barnes  and  Noble  (that's  a bookstore,  for  some  of  you  who  don't  know),  to 
see  could  I find  what  George  recommended.  I now  own  John  Carter's  A BC 
for  Book  Collectors,  Seventh  Edition,  1995,  Revised  by  Nicolas  Barker,  1997 
reprint.  Typeset  in  Bembo  by  Alacrity  Phototypesetters,  Banwell  Castle, 
Weston-super-Mare,  Avon.  Printed  in  the  United  States  of  America  by  Rose 
Printing  Company,  Tallahassee,  Florida,  and  the  Encyclopedia  of  the  Book  by 
Geoffrey  Ashall  Glaister,  Second  Edition,  with  a new  introduction  by  Donald 
Farren,  printed  in  the  United  States  of  America  on  701b  White  Husky  Smooth 
paper  by  Walsworth  Publishing  Company,  Missouri.  Colour  section  origi- 
nated and  printed  on  150gsm  Gloss  Art  by  York  House  Graphics,  London. 

And  that's  what  I know  now.  Give  me  time. 

Oh,  yes,  there's  a Starbuck's  coffee  outlet  at  Barnes  and  Noble.  Their 
coffee  is  good,  and  that's  something  I do  know  about. 


NBS  Meeting  at  FUN 

Fred  Lake  reports  a meeting  of  NBS  at  the  FUN  show  in  Orlando,  Florida  on  January  10, 
1998.  The  attendees  were  Ray  Ellenbogen,  John  Eshbach,  Tom  Hartz,  Brad  Karoleff,  Fred  Lake, 
Bill  Murray,  Dale  Provost,  Eugene  Sternlicht,  Rod  Tagney,  O.  T.  Thompson  and  Bob  Yuell. 
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The  Foote  Counterfeit  Detector  and  Armand  Champa 

Michael  J.  Sullivan 


Armand  Champa  will  be  remembered  in  numismatics  for  the  astound- 
ing literature  collection  he  formed,  the  extensive  binding  and  conservation 
work  he  commissioned,  and  his  willingness  to  provide  researchers  access 
to  his  collection.  During  a trip  to  Mr.  Champa's  home  in  1993, 1 discovered 
a copy  of  a rare  counterfeit  detector  by  Henry  C.  Foote:  The  Universal  Coun- 
terfeit and  Altered  Bank  Note  Detector , at  Sight  [Fourth  Edition-Fifth  Thou- 
sand, New  York,  1853].  In  addition  to  the  book,  Mr.  Champa  had  corre- 
spondence with  other  bibliophiles  regarding  the  book  and  tip-in  plate.  The 
material  was  loaned  to  the  writer  as  a starting  point  on  counterfeit  detector 
research.  The  following  is  the  first  in  a series  of  planned  articles  on  coun- 
terfeit detector  literature. 

Counterfeiting  of  paper  money  was  a rampant  problem  during  the  co- 
lonial currency,  state  bank  note,  and  national  bank  note  eras.  A genre  of 
material  collectively  referred  to  as  "counterfeit  detectors"  emerged  during 
the  19th  century  to  protect  businesses  and  individuals  from  abusive  distri- 
bution of  fraudulent  money.  Counterfeit  detector  literature  can  be  divided 
into  five  major  categories:  Bank  note  lists  and  reporters;  autographical  de- 
tectors; descriptive  lists;  photographic  detectors;  and  educational  "meth- 
ods" and  "rules." 

Bank  Note  Lists  and  Reporters 

Bank  note  lists  and  reporters  first  emerged  in  the  1810s  as  a means  to 
list  issued  (genuine)  banknotes  and  discount  rates.  As  time  progressed,  the 
publications  expanded  to  include  lists  of  counterfeit  and  spurious  bank- 
notes. Bank  note  reporters  typically  arranged  the  information  by  state,  bank, 
and  banknote  denomination.  The  text  provides  a list  of  banknotes  and/or 
counterfeits  after  issuance  and  detection  in  circulation  without  illustrations. 
As  such,  these  publications  were  verv  ineffective,  post-distribution  identi- 
fication aids.  The  professional  counterfeiter  could  select  a bank  and  de- 
nomination, prepare  counterfeit  notes,  travel  to  a different  state,  and  dis- 
tribute the  notes  with  limited  chance  of  being  caught.  William  H.  Dilhstin's 
work  Bank  Note  Reporters  and  Counterfeit  Detectors,  1826-1866  [NY:  ANS, 
1949]  provides  historical  background  of  the  firms  and  publications  of  this 
genre.  Collectable  titles  include  Bicknell's  Counterfeit  Detector  and  Bank  Note 
List  [Philadelphia,  1832-1857],  Clark's  New-England  Bank  Note  List  and  Coun- 
terfeit Bill  Detector  [Boston,  1838-1845],  John  Thompson's  Bank  Note  & Com- 
mercial Reporter  [New  York,  1848-1853],  and  Connecticut  Bank  Note  List  and 
City  of  Hartford  Monthly  Advertiser  [Hartford,  1847-1860].  While  individual 
issues  appear  in  literature  auctions  occasionally,  runs  or  complete  sets  are 
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prohibitively  rare.  The  American  Numismatic  Society  library  houses  one 
of  the  finest  known  collections  of  this  material. 

Autographical  Detectors 

Autographical  detectors  provide  a compilation  of  bank  office  signatures 
as  they  appear  on  genuine  bank  notes.  The  concept  was  to  detect  counter- 
feits by  comparing  authentic  signatures  with  those  appearing  on  banknotes; 
a difficult  approach  even  in  today's  high  tech  society.  Only  three  autograph- 
ical detectors  were  published,  the  most  widely  known  of  which  is  John 
Thompson's  The  Autographical  Counterfeit  Detector  [New  York,  1849-1853]. 
According  to  Dillistin,  “While  the  facsimile  signatures  presented  in  this 
detector  were  of  great  value  to  those  handling  State  bank  notes  who  might 
question  the  genuineness  of  signatures  appearing  thereon,  they  were  no 
doubt  of  inestimable  value  to  the  swindler  and  crook  engaged  in  counter- 
feiting such  notes."  Autographical  detectors  are  rare  with  only  a few  nu- 
mismatic literature  auction  appearances  cited  for  Thompson's.  No  sales 
records  are  known  for  Taylor's  Signature  Examiner  or  Charles  & Leonori's  (Late 
Taylor's)  Signature  Examiner. 

Descriptive  Lists 

Descriptive  lists  provide  a list  of  bank  notes,  their  design  elements,  and 
layout.  A bank  or  merchant  receiving  a note  could  compare  the  detailed 
listing  to  the  note  presented.  The  first  work  of  this  tvpe  is  Due's  Bank  Note 
Plate  Delineator  [1855].  J.  Tvler  Hodges  copied  Dye's  format  in  Hodges'  New 
Bank  Note  Safe-Guard  [New  York,  1857-1865].  Dillistin  notes  that  “there  can 
be  no  question  that  Hodges'  publication  was  originally  prepared  from  the 
identical  plates  used  bv  Dye."  John  Gwynne  and  Clarence  Day  published 
The  Descriptive  Register  of  Genuine  Bank  Notes  [New  York:  1859-1866].  Un- 
dated supplements  for  Gwynne  and  Day's  register  were  issued  between 
editions  of  the  book.  The  Gwynne  and  Day  preface  states  it  is  “now  very 
well  understood  by  merchants  and  tradesmen  in  this  country,  that  accu- 
rate descriptions  of  all  genuine  bank  notes  are  indispensable  as  a means  of 
detecting  spurious  and  altered  or  raised  bills." 

John  Thompson  issued  the  Bank  Note  Descriptive  List  [New  York,  1859- 
1867].  Other  minor  descriptive  list  publications  were  emitted  in  Chicago, 
Cincinnati,  Detroit,  New  York,  and  St.  Louis.  Of  note  are  two  publications 
from  Pittsburgh.  The  first  entitled  Description  of  Genuine  Batik  Notes  pub- 
lished by  the  Kennedy  Review  Office  [1857],  employed  a distinctly  similar 
format  to  Gwynne  & Day.  The  other  published  by  Kennedy  and  Brother  of 
Pittsburgh  is  the  sole  counterfeit  detector  discovered  printed  in  German 
entitled  Kennedy's  Lac  Simile,  Ein  Supplement  Zu  ihrem  Vereinigte  Staaten  Bank- 
noten  Kenner  [c!853].  Descriptive  list  material  is  rarely  available  for  sale. 
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Photographic  Detector 

Naramore's  United  States  Treasury  and  National  Bank  Note  Detector  [Bridge- 
port, CT,  1866]  is  the  single  photographic  counterfeit  detector.  The  work 
consists  of  18  individual  photographs:  U.S.  Notes  ($1,  $2,  $5,  $10,  $20,  $50, 
$100,  $500,  and  $1000)  and  National  Bank  Notes  ($1  Pittsburgh  National 
Bank  of  Commerce,  $2  Washington  National  Bank  of  Boston,  $5  National 
Union  Bank  of  Swanton,  Vermont,  $10  Second  National  Bank  of  Sandusky, 
Ohio,  $20  New  York  National  Exchange  Bank,  $50  New  York  National  Ex- 
change Bank,  $100  New  York  National  Exchange  Bank,  $500  Manufactur- 
ers National  Bank  of  Philadelphia,  and  $1000  Fourth  National  Bank  of  City 
of  New  York).  The  18  photographic  images  of  unsigned  proof  sheets  were 
issued  in  four  formats:  Individual  10  x 6.3  cm.  cards  issued  in  a printed 
cardboard  box;  individual  cards  mounted  on  heavy  stock  issued  in  a mo- 
rocco pouch;  a single  sheet  with  the  photographs  arranged  3x6;  and  a 
single  sheet  with  a brass  eyelet  for  hanging.  According  to  Charles  Davis, 
this  represents  the  earliest  use  of  photographic  technology  in  numismatic 
literature.  The  Naramore  work  was  issued  sans  text,  greatly  limiting  its 
usefulness.  The  morocco  pouch  and  full  sheet  Naramore  versions  are  pro- 
hibitively rare.  The  version  of  18  cards  can  be  secured  occasionally,  but 
almost  always  lacks  the  cardboard  box.  Most  cardboard  boxes  seen  are  in  a 
poor  state  of  preservation  often  lacking  the  top  and  bottom  flaps.  For  an 
extensive  illustrated  history  of  the  Naramore  work,  see  Raphael  Ellen- 
bogen's  article  "The  Celebrated  Naramore  Bank  Note  Detector  Cards"  (Pa- 
per Money,  Jan. /Feb.  1997). 

Educational  "Methods"  and  "Rules" 

The  exhaustive  variety  of  banknotes  in  circulation  during  the  Wildcat 
Banking,  Treasury  Note,  Greenback,  and  National  Bank  Note  eras  chal- 
lenged bankers,  merchants,  and  consumers  to  continuously  check  banknotes 
presented  in  payment  for  authenticity.  Bank  note  lists  and  reporters,  auto- 
graphical  counterfeit  detectors,  descriptive  lists,  arid  the  photographic  de- 
tector were  all  employed  by  individuals  to  protect  themselves.  However, 
numerous  people  were  swindled,  cheated,  lied  to,  and  taken  advantage  of 
due  to  the  complexity  and  expansiveness  of  counterfeiting.  To  combat  this 
chilling  commerce  risk,  a fifth  type  of  counterfeit  detectors  emerged  to  edu- 
cate individuals  by  providing  methods  and/or  rules  to  identify  counter- 
feits. The  theory  was  that  possession  of  knowledge  regarding  the  engrav- 
ing, layout,  and  printing  processes  for  both  genuine  and  counterfeit  notes 
would  enable  individuals  to  determine  if  a note  was  counterfeit  upon  vi- 
sual examination. 

The  first  work  in  this  category  is  Perkins  Bank  Bill  Test  [Newburyport, 
MA,  1809],  The  publication  provides  a working  knowledge  of  his  pat- 
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ented  Permanent  Steel  Plate  and  Stereotype  Steel  Plate  engraving  processes 
and  methods  to  check  for  genuine  notes.  Perkins'  processes  provided  the 
basis  for  the  transfer  press  used  by  subsequent  engravers.  He  received  the 
support  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  to  implement  his  approach 
as  evidenced  by  the  following  proclamation:  "no  bills  of  the  denomination 
of  One,  Two,  Three,  Four,  and  Five  Dollars,  shall  be  issued  or  emitted  by 
the  President,  Directors,  and  company  of  any  Bank  incorporated  under  the 
authority  of  the  Legislature  of  this  Commonwealth,  unless  the  said  bills 
shall  be  printed  and  impressed  from  Stereotype  Steel  Plates." 

W.  L.  Ormsby's  Description  of  the  Present  System  of  Engraving  [New  York, 
1852]  provides  a detailed  understanding  of  the  banknote  development  pro- 
cess from  engravmg  through  printing,  Ormsby  concludes  multiple  element 
bank  note  designs  contribute  to  counterfeiting.  He  recommends  use  of  large 
central  vignettes  as  a means  to  deter  counterfeiting.  Ormsby's  work  is  the 
most  lavish  of  all  counterfeit  detectors  including  12  finely  engraved  plates 
bound  in  a large  quarto  format. 

The  period  from  1859-1889  is  the  richest  era  of  counterfeit  detector  pub- 
lications. The  works  are  well  written,  most  include  steel  plate  engravings, 
most  were  hardbound,  and  several  were  widely  distributed  and  available 
in  the  market  place  today.  Publications  include  A.  S.  Gear's  The  United  States 
Bank  Note  Detecter,  at  Sight  [Nashua,  NH,  1859],  Eastman's  Treatise  on  Coun- 
terfeit, Altered  and  Spurious  Bank  Notes,  with  Unerring  Rules  for  the  Detection 
of  Frauds  in  the  Same  [St.  Louis,  1859  and  Poughkeepsie,  1865],  G.  Peyton's 
Plow  to  Detect  Counterfeit  Bank  Notes  [New  York,  1861],  Heath's  Infallible  Coun- 
terfeit Detector  [Names  Vary  - Boston,  1864-1889],  and  A.  S.  Gear's  The  Na- 
tional Bank  Note  Detecter,  At  Sight  [New  Haven,  Conn.,  1868].  Common  to 
all  of  these  publications  is  division  of  the  text  into  "rules"  for  detecting 
counterfeits.  For  example,  Eastman's  1859  work  is  divided  into  10  princi- 
pal rules:  Geometrical  lathe  work;  parallel  ruling  (ruling  engine);  medal- 
lion ruling  or  engraving;  perspective  (appearance);  vignettes;  printing;  let- 
tering; ink;  engraver's  imprint;  and  signatures. 

Use  of  lavish  steel  plate  engravings  can  be  found  in  Peyton's  (four  plates 
by  Rawdon,  Wright,  Hatch  and  Edson),  Heath's  (numerous  plates  by  the 
American  Bank  Note  Company,  National  Bank  Note  Company,  and  U.  S. 
Treasury  Department),  and  Wilber  & Eastman's  books  (four  plates  by  the 
New  York  Bank  Note  Company).  The  publications  typically  include  visual 
examples  of  the  rules  outlined  in  the  text  so  the  ardent  student  can  develop 
an  understanding  of  the  key  concepts.  Due  to  the  steel  plate  engravings, 
these  works  are  popularly  collected  by  bibliophiles  and  syngraphists.  A 
premium  price  is  paid  for  plates  without  foxing,  the  Heath  counterfeit  plates, 
and  bindings  in  tight,  very  fine  condition.  Fortunately  for  the  collector,  this 
genre  of  counterfeit  detectors  is  the  most  widely  available. 
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The  Foote  Counterfeit  Detector 

Henry  C.  Foote  is  credited  with  publishing  the  first  counterfeit  detector 
divided  into  "rules"  and  titled  The  Universal  Counterfeit  Bank  Note  Detector 
at  Sight  [1849],  retitled  the  Universal  Counterfeit  and  Altered  Bank  Note  Detec- 
tor at  Sight  [New  York,  1851-1853].  It  provides  a format  employed  by  other 
education  method  and  rule  counterfeit  detectors  mentioned  above,  such 
as  those  by  A.  S.  Gear  and  Laban  Heath.  Unique  to  this  publication  is  a 
dropped-in  sample  steel-plate  engraved  bank  note  facsimile  titled  "Uni- 
versal Counterfeit  Detector"  engraved  by  J.  Clark,  N.  Y.  The  note  includes 
examples  of  geometric  lathe,  ruling  engine,  medallions,  vignettes,  letter- 
ing, and  signatures  numbered  1-6  in  the  format  of  a sample  note.  The  vari- 
ous design  elements  on  the  bank  note  are  numbered  corresponding  with 
"rules"  in  the  text.  Since  the  sample  bank  note  is  larger  than  the  book,  it  is 
typically  folded  and  dropped  into  the  book. 

The  book  starts  with  testimonials  from  bankers  and  quotations  from 
various  publications  supporting  that  it  "contains  much  important  infor- 
mation for  the  detection  of  counterfeit  paper-money."  The  work  is  divided 
into  seven  rules:  Geometric  Lathe;  ruling  engine  (letter  shading);  medal- 
lions; vignettes;  lettering  and  engravers'  names;  signatures  and  filling-up; 
and  paper  printing  and  general  appearance.  It  also  includes  a discussion 
on  altered  and  raised  notes.  Foote's  use  of  testimonials  and  rules  provided 
the  framework  for  subsequent  authors  including  Gear,  Eastman,  and  Heath. 
The  following  four  editions  of  the  book  were  published: 

First  Edition,  1849 

"Foote,  H.  C.  The  Universal  Counterfeit  Bank  Note  Detector  at  Sight,  A System 
of  Infallible  Detection,  applicable  to  all  Modern  Plates  of  all  banks  in  the  U.S. 
1849.  20  pp.  Illustrated.  Plus  a note  issued  by  the  company  with  denomi- 
nation 3-3  and  20-20  folded  in.  Beautiful  binding  with  gold  lettering.  Size  3 
x 4 3/4.  A little  gem.  Not  in  anv  Bibliographies.  Undoubtedlv  UNIQUE, 
est.  $50." 

Katen:  George  /.  Fuld  Numismatic  Library  Part  7:  798  (8/1971),  $60. 

Second  Edition-Third  Thousand,  1850 

Foote,  H.  C.  Universal  Counterfeit  and  Altered  Bank  Note  Detector,  at  Sight:  A 
System  of  Infallible  Detection  at  sight,  applicable  to  all  Banks  in  the  United  States, 
now  in  circulation,  or  hereafter  issued.  Complete  in  Seven  Rules,  with  Thirteen 
Diagrams  and  Seventeen  Illustrations  on  Steel,  For  Self  Instruction.  Arranged 
and  Improved  by  H.  C.  Foote,  New-York.  Second  Edition.  Third  Thousand. 
New  York:  Oliver  & Brother,  Book  and  Job  Printers,  99  Nassau  Street,  cor- 
ner of  Fulton,  1850. 

I Ins  edition  is  reprinted  in  Essay- Proof  Journal  it  167  and  167,  1 985.  Included  is  a photograph  of 
the  steel  engraved  bank  note  facsimile  titled  "Universal  Counterfeit  Detectin'  Applicable  to 
.ill  Banks  in  the  United  States  by  II.  C.  Foote."  No  sales  records  are  known. 
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Third  Edition-Fourth  Thousand,  1851 

Foote,  H(enry)  C.  Universal  Counterfeit  and  Altered  Bank  Note  Detector  at 
Sight:  A System  of  Infallible  Detection  at  Sight,  Applicable  to  all  Banks  in  the 
United  States,  now  in  circulation,  or  hereafter  issued.  Complete  in  Seven  Rules: 
Diagrams  and  Illustrations  on  Steel  for  Self-Instruction.  New-York:  Oliver  & 
Brother,  Book  and  Job  Printers,  1851.  Third  Edition-Fourth  Thousand,  xi, 
(1),  (13)-36  pp.  14  text  engravings  of  bank  note  design  elements,  folding 
steel-engraved  bank  note  facsimile  tipped  into  the  Inside  front  cover.  Small 
12  mo:  138  x 92  mm.  Original  paper-backed  brown  cloth  covers,  title  "Foote's 
Bank  Note  Detector  at  Sight"  stamped  in  gilt  on  the  front  cover. 

Ex-libris:  D O.  Barrett,  Tulsa,  OK  with  his  book-plate.  Sold  via  Bovs  Town  Library  to  Orville 
Grady,  then  sold  to  Eric  Newman. 

Mr.  Newman  offered  it  to  Wayne  Homren.  Mr.  Homren  declined  the  opportunity,  but  sug- 
gested it  be  offered  to  M.  J.  Sullivan  who  acquired  it  8/92.  The  plate  matches  the  photograph 
in  Essay-Proof  Journal  #167,  the  Steig-Champa  plate  (see  4th  ed.,  5th  thous.),  and  the  Horstman 
plate  (see  4th  ed.,  5th  thous.). 

Fourth  Edition-Fifth  Thousand,  1853 

"Foote,  H(enry)  C.  The  Universal  Counterfeit  and  Altered  Bank  Note  Detec- 
tor, at  Sight:  A System  of  Infallible  Detection  at  Sight,  Applicable  to  all  Banks  in 
the  United  States,  now  in  circulation,  or  hereafter  issued.  Complete  in  Seven  Rules: 
with  Diagrams  and  Illustrations  on  Steel,  for  Self-Instruction.  New  York:  Mann 
& Spear,  Printers  and  Stationers.  133  Pearl  Street,  1853.  Fourth  Edition- 
Fifth  Thousand.  36  pp.  14  text  engravings  of  bank  note  design  elements, 
folding  steel-engraved  bank  note  facsimile  tipped  into  the  inside  front  cover. 
Small  12  mo:  138  x 96  mm.  Original  paper-backed  brown  cloth  covers,  title 
stamped  in  gilt  on  the  upper  cover." 

"The  design  elements  of  the  facsimile  bank  note,  printed  by  J.  Clark  of  New  York,  are 
keyed  to  the  author's  seven  rules  and  'contain  standard  specimens  of  all  the  different  styles  of 
engraving  of  the  notes  of  all  the  Banks  in  the  United  States.'  The  Foote  work  is  one  of  the 
earliest  of  the  genre  and  many  of  his  innovations  were  widely  imitated  bv  later  publications. 
Bv  1853  the  work  had  grown  to  nearly  double  the  size  of  the  1849  first  edition." 

Kolbe:  Catalogue  of  an  Exhibition  of  "Numismatic  Americana"  comprising  Rooks,  Periodicals.  Sale 
Catalogues  & Memorabilia  from  the  Library  and  Collections  of  ARMAND  CHAMPA.  Crestline, 
1991.  Item  #22. 

Sai.es  Records: 

1.  Bowers  & Ruddy  Galleries,  Inc.  Tlw  Michael  Steig  Collection:  2142  {9/1982},  S88.  Sold  via 
John  Bergman  to  Armand  Champa.  Subsequently  sold  as  Bowers  & Merena:  The  Armand 
Champa  Library  Sale  Part  1 : 232  {11  / 1 994 } , 5467.50. 

2.  Davis:  Fixed  Price  List  Number  17.  Numismatic  Literature:  1239  {10/1988},  S50.  This  copy 
did  not  include  a plate.  Purchased  by  Ron  Horstman  who  matched  it  with  a Foote  plate 
already  in  his  possession. 

3.  Kolbe:  Selections  from  the  American  Numismatic  Library  of  John  Weston  Adams:  412  {6/1990}, 
$467.50. 

With  a mere  five  copies  having  recorded  sales  records  in  26  years,  the 
Foote  is  a scarce  and  desirable  counterfeit  detector  despite  the  use  of  "Fifth 
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Thousand"  on  the  title  page.  If  you  ever  locate  a Foote,  jump  on  it!  The 
author  will  remember  Armand  Champa  for  the  contribution  he  made  to 
numismatic  literature  research.  In  particular,  the  contribution  he  made  to 
initiative  interest  in  collecting  and  researching  counterfeit  detector  litera- 
ture. Counterfeit  detectors  offer  the  collector  a wonderful  combination  of 
variety,  scarcity,  visual  graphics,  and  direct  linkage  to  other  syngraphic 
collectibles  to  enjoy.  The  serious  collector  will  have  to  be  patient  in  acquir- 
ing a broad  range  of  counterfeit  detector  types,  titles,  and  varieties,  given 
their  true  rarity. 

Sources 

Bowers  and  Ruddy  Galleries,  Inc.  The  Michael  Steig  Collection,  1982. 

Bowers  & Merena,  Inc.  The  Armand  Champa  Library  Sale  Part  1,  1994. 

Davis,  Charles.  Fixed  Price  List  Number  17,  Numismatic  Literature,  1988. 

Davis,  Charles.  Mail  Bid  Sale  Catalogue  18,  Numismatic  Literature,  1989. 

Dillistin,  William  H.  Bank  Note  Reporters  and  Counterfeit  Detectors,  1826-1866. 
Numismatic  Notes  and  Monographs,  No.  114.  New  York:  The  American 
Numismatic  Society,  1949. 

Ellenbogen,  Raphael.  "The  Celebrated  Naramore  Bank  Note  Detector 
Cards."  Paper  Money,  vol.  XXXVI,  no.  1,  Jan. /Feb.  1997. 

Essay  Proof  journal.  Various  Issues. 

Katen,  Frank  and  Laurese.  Public  Mail  Bid  Auction  Sale:  George  J.  Fuld  Nu- 
mismatic Library  Part  1,  1971. 

Kolbe,  George  F.  Selections  from  the  American  Numismatic  Library  of  John 
Weston  Adams,  1990. 

Kolbe,  George  F.  Catalogue  of  an  Exhibition  of  "Numismatic  Americana"  com- 
prising Books,  Periodicals,  Sale  Catalogues  & Memorabilia  from  the  Library  and 
Collections  of  ARMAND  CHAMPA,  held  during  the  One  Hundredth  Anniver- 
sary Convention  of  the  AMERICAN  NUMISMATIC  ASSOCIATION  in  Chi- 
cago, Illinois  at  the  Rosemont-O' Hare  Conference  & Exhibition  Center,  August 
13th  to  August  18th,  1991. 

Newman,  Eric  P.  "Heath  Counterfeit  Detectors:  An  Extraordinarily  Suc- 
cessful Comedy  of  Errors."  ANA  Anthology.  Colorado  Springs,  1991. 

Sullivan,  Michael  J.  Bank  Note  Reporters  and  Counterfeit  Detectors,  1841-1912: 
An  Annotated  Bibliography  of  Original  Works  in  the  M.j.  Sullivan  Collection. 
Cincinnati,  1997. 
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Some  Letters  by  Edward  Hawkins 

M.  Lessen 

Reprinted  from  the  Spink  Numismatic  Circular,  May 
1997,  with  permission  from  the  editor  and  author 

In  a large  paper  copy  of  Hawkins'  1841  English  Silver  Coins,  imprinted 
'NOT  PUBLISHED'  as  they  all  are,  and  which  he  presented  to  George 
Marshall,  are  three  interesting  letters  from  the  author.  The  book  was  in  the 
Kolbe/Spink  Numismatic  Book  Auction,  NY,  7 Dec  1996  (407).  George 
Marshall  (1794-1855)  was  a numismatic  writer  and  collector,  whose  auc- 
tion sale  was  in  1852,  but  he  was  a member  of  the  Numismatic  Society  of 
London  only  from  1838-46.  The  letters  are  as  follows,  with  editorial  com- 
ments in  [square  brackets]: 

1.  "My  dear  Sir 

I have  been  most  sadly  remiss  in  not  sooner  acknowledging  vour  kind- 
ness in  allowing  [me]  to  possess  the  small  coins  you  were  kind  enough 
to  send  me.  I am  in  truth  just  now  more  occupied  than  is  convenient 
and  consequently  things  go  undone  that  ought  not  to  be  lost  sight  of. 
There  is  more  to  do  than  usual  in  the  Mus.  and  I have  commenced 
arranging  various  things  of  my  own  which  had  so  accumulated  that 
it  was  necessary  to  introduce  some  order  into  them  and  this  has  occu- 
pied more  time  than  I calculated  upon.  Besides  all  this  I have  a work 
in  the  press  upon  the  silver  money  of  England  so  that  I [have]  much 
to  do  with  printers  and  engravers  which  will  not  admit  of  delay,  and 
I do  not  see  much  prospect  of  relief;  it  will  be  some  time  before  this 
work  is  fairly  done  with,  and  I suppose  after  that  I shall  scarcely'  be 
quiet  without  doing  something  of  the  same  kind  with  the  gold  and 
copper.  Akerman  has  just  published  the  new  and  extended  edition  of 
his  Numismatic  Manual  which  is  a very  pretty  book  and  will  I think 
be  a great  help  and  an  encouragement  to  young  collectors,  and  there 
is  some  appearance  of  an  increase  of  such  persons;  the  sale  lists  fur- 
nish a supply  of  new  names  and  the  Numismatic  Society  with  the 
Journal  have  been  of  much  use,  they  have  given  a taste  for  such  things 
by  making  collectors  a little  more  known  to  each  other,  and  people 
are  induced  to  attend  to  and  study  that  which  they  find  interests  other 
people.  We  are  in  great  want  however  of  some  new  corns  or  medals.  I 
have  not  seen  any  Birmingham  productions  for  a very  long  time,  and 
Wyon  at  the  Mint  has  been  so  much  occupied  in  preparing  plate 
punches  for  the  Goldsmiths  Company  and  stamps  for  the  Post  Office, 
and  the  Mint  Master  is  so  totally  indifferent  about  Mint  affairs  that 
the  coinage  seems  at  a standstill  and  I am  afraid  that  Wyons  medal  of 
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Prince  Albert  for  the  model  of  which  he  has  had  a few  sittings  is  not 
making  such  rapid  progress  as  I should  wish.  The  great  discovery  in 
Lancashire  [Cuerdale]  consists  of  pieces  of  too  early  a date  to  interest 
you  particularly.  I expect  we  shall  collect  some  interesting  informa- 
tion respecting  the  coinage  of  Alfred  and  contemporary  princes,  and 
I hope  the  whole  mass  of  Treasure  will  come  into  my  hands  for  ex- 
amination at  least  before  it  becomes  dispersed  amongst  those  who 
have  no  more  than  a temporary  and  short  lived  interest  in  such  things 
[in  fact  he  was  able  to  study  the  hoard,  at  least  what  he  knew  of  it, 
read  it  before  the  Numismatic  Society  late  in  1841,  and  publish  it  in 
the  Numismatic  Chronicle]. 

I must  now  conclude  my  numismatic  gossip  and  subscribe  myself. 

Yours  very  truly 
20  June  1840  Edw  Hawkins" 

2.  "Dear  Sir 

Your  letter  did  not  come  to  my  hands  on  Saturday  until  it  was  too  late 
to  answer  it.  I would  otherwise  have  assured  vou  of  the  safetv  of  your 
coins  which  I will  now  keep  for  an  opportunity  of  more  safe  convey- 
ance than  the  Post  appears  to  be  at  present.  My  work  upon  the  silver 
coins  of  England  is  now  compleated  and  printed,  and  in  a few  days 
will  I hope  have  put  on  its  coat  that  it  may  be  ready  to  march  forth 
into  the  world.  I shall  beg  your  acceptance  of  a copy  and  will  thank 
you  to  let  me  know  how  it  may  be  conveyed  to  you.  It  is  rather  a large 
octavo  volume.  It  will  of  course  not  be  an  entertaining  volume,  but  it 
will  be  I hope  be  so  useful  that  even  a young  collector  may  not  do 
without  it,  and  the  demand  will  therefore  I hope  be  such  as  to  save 
the  publisher  [Edward  Lumley]  from  loss  for  it  is  all  at  his  risk. 


3.  "Dear  Sir, 

I beg  your  acceptance  of  the  Volume  on  the  Silver  Coins  of  England.  A 
few  copies  were  struck  off  upon  large  paper  less  to  gratify  collectors 
of  such  sort  of  works,  than  to  enable  intelligent  numismatists  to  record 
their  remarks  and  corrections. 


St  Davids  Day  [1  March] 
1841 


Believe  me 
My  dear  Sir 
Yours  very  truly 
Edw  Hawkins" 


BM. 

18  March  1841. 


I remain 
Dear  Sir 

Yours  very  truly 
Edw  Hawkins" 


MATERIAL”  IN  THIS  SALE  TO  ADD  TO  YOUR  REFERENCE  LIBRARY. 

YOUR  REFERENCE  CATALOQUE  CAN  BE  RESERVED  FOR  $12.00 
FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION;  CALL  TOLL  FREE  1-800-789-7005 


AMERICAN  JOURNAL  OF  NUMISMATICS 

BACK-ISSUE  HOARD  DISCOVERED 


The  Money  Tree,  numismatic  booksellers  of  Rocky  River, 
Ohio,  are  pleased  to  announce  the  extraordinary  discovery 
of  an  old  publisher’s  backstock  of  The  American  Journal  of 
Numismatics.  Recently  purchased  by  Wayne  Homren,  cur- 
rently serving  as  Vice-President  of  the  Numismatic  Biblio- 
mania Society,  the  hoard  has  been  consigned  to  The  Money 
Tree  for  sale.  Many  complete  volumes  and  individual  issues 
spanning  the  entire  1 866- 1 924  period  are  available.  For  more 
information,  contact  Myron  Xenos  or  Kenneth  Lowe  at: 


THE  MONEY  TREE 
Dealers  in  Numismatic  Literature 

1260  Smith  Court  • Rocky  River,  OH  44116 
Tel:  (440)  333-3444  • Fax:  (440)333-4463 


Augustus  B.  Sage 

TOKENS  AND  MEDALS  WANTED 
Circa  1859-1860 

HELP!  In  the  1850s  and  1860s,  Augustus  B.  Sage,  New  York  City  coin  and 
book  dealer,  issued  many  different  tokens,  medals,  catalogues  and  other  items 
including  Sage’s  Historical  Tokens,  Sage’s  Odds  and  Ends  tokens,  Sage’s  Numis- 
matic Gallery  tokens,  etc.  Some  of  these  are  listed  in  the  Rulau-Fuld  book  on 
Washington  pieces,  others  in  Russ  Rulau’s  Standard  Catalogue  of  United  States 
Tokens,  others  elsewhere.  I would  like  to  buy  any  and  all  varieties. 

I also  want  to  buy  any  articles,  advertisements,  etc.,  appearing  in  New  York 
City  newspapers  circa  1 858- 1 860,  especially  (but  not  necessarily)  mentioning  Sage. 

Will  pay  full  market  retail  price  or  borrow  for  research  project  leading  to  the 
publication  of  a small  book  on  Sage. 

Dave  Bowers 

Box  1224,  Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 
Fax:  1-603-569-5319  Tel:  1-603-569-5095 


Two  Quality  Reprints 

s/  W.  Elliot  Woodward’s  1867  Mickley  collection  catalogue,  called 
by  John  W.  Adams  “Perhaps  the  greatest  U.  S.  Collection.” 

The  Mickley  catalogue,  originals  ol  which  are  seldom  offered,  is 
now  available  as  a hardbound  reprint  of  224  pages  which  includes 
the  important  text  on  both  wrappers  and  a supplement  of  prices  and 
buyers  names  lor  each  of  3300  lots.  A printing  of  115  copies  is 
offered  as  follows. 

Blue  cloth,  edition  of  100  $100.00. 

Half  calf,  raised  bands,  leather  spine  label,  ed  of  15  . . $190.00. 

Mason  s Coin  and  Stamp  Collectors’  Magazine,  1867  - 1872, 
six  volumes  complete  bound  in  tw'o  cases. 

We  are  pleased  to  announce  that  one  of  the  great  rarities  in 
American  numismatic  literature,  the  888  page  monthly  periodical 
published  by  Ebenezer  Mason  during  the  first  six  years  of  his  public 
numismatic  career,  is  now  available  as  a quality  reprint.  With 
controversy,  auction  reviews,  obituaries  and  numismatic  happenings 
during  the  formative  years  ol  American  numismatics,  Mason’s 
Magazine  is  a delight  to  read,  study  and  enjoy. 

Our  reprint  is  published  in  two  volumes,  the  first  of  384  pages 
(1867-1870)  and  the  second  of  504  pages  (1870-1872).  Each  is  well 
bound  in  maroon  cloth  with  an  attractively  stamped  gilt  spine.  The 
famous  “Mason’s  Photographic  Gallery”  plate,  containing  48  images 
of  collectors  (Mickley,  Dickeson,  R.C.  Davis,  Haseltine,  Jenks,  etc.), 
is  reproduced  as  an  actual  photograph  and  is  mounted  in  place  on 
the  appropriate  page  as  Mason  himself  did  with  his  originals  125 
year  earlier. 

Mason’s  Magazine,  200  sets  published  $165.00 

Half  calf,  raised  bands,  leather  spine  label,  ed  of  15  ...  $190.00 

Please  add  $4.00  shipping  per  order 

Charles  Davis 

P.O.  Box  547 
Wenham,  MA  01984 

Fax:  (508)  468  7893  Tel:  (50S)  46S  2933  E-mail:  NumisIit@aol.com 


cWantecf  for  Outright  ^Purchase 

•Out-of-print  standard  references  on  ancient  and  modern  numismatics 
•Antiquarian  books  printed  before  1800 
•Fine  bindings 

Seffmg 

•We  have  a good  stock  of  out-of-print  books  and  selected  in-print  titles. 
•Data  base  list  of  more  than  1000  books  and  catalogs  on  ancient  and 
medieval  numismatics  available  for  $5. 

qJavo  kgooks  from  gtock 

1)  Bailly,  Alain:  La  Cote  des  Monnaies  Fran$ aises  en  or  de  Philippe  IV 
a la  IIP  Republique.  La  Rochelle:  AB  Finance,  1997.  137  pages  + text 
illustrations.  Also  includes  a reprint  of  the  title  page  and  12  plates  from 
Le  Blanc’s  1690  work  titled:  Traite  Historique  des  Monnoyes  de  France. 
Octavo,  card  covers,  new.  Values,  including  recent  auction  record 
citations,  for  each  coin  in  up  to  six  grades.  $33.  postpaid  in  the  U.S 

2)  Castenholz  and  Sons  Numismatic  Booksellers:  The  Numismatic 
Messenger.  Pacific  Palisades,  California.  Complete  set:  Vol.  1,  No.  1 
through  Vol.  2,  No.  11/12  (Jan.  1971  through  Dec.  1972).  24  numbers  in 
23  issues.  Octavo,  card  covers.  A quality  publication  offering 
authoritative  articles,  coins  for  sale,  and  their  specialty,  new  and  second- 
hand books.  We  have  sold  these  in  the  past  for  $40-50.  We  have 
purchased  the  entire  remaining  hoard  and  can  offer  as  new  complete  sets 
for  $30.  We  have  a very  few  sets,  in  a single  red  cloth  volume,  priced  at 
$50.  Prices  include  postage  in  the  U.S.;  outside  the  U.S.  add  $5. 

fjohn  0R  (JferQman  c]\umismatic  ^teraturc 

4223  Iroquois  Ave.  / Lakewood,  CA  90713  / USA 
Tel:  562-421-0171  • Fax:  562-421-2208 


FINE 

NUMISMATIC 

BOOKS 

ANY  LANGUAGE 
ANY  PERIOD 

ALWAYS  WANTED 


SPINK 

founded  1666 

5 KING  STREET,  ST  JAMES’S 
LONDON  SWIY  6QS.  TEL:  0171  930  7888 
FAX:  0171  839  4853  http://www.spinkandson.co.uk 


American  Numismatic  Literature 

» WANTED  « 


Bangs  Catalogs 

11/5/1855  8/23/1860 

2/15/1856  10/8/1860 

4/17/1856  10/31/1860 

10/17/1856  3/21/1861 

10/26/1858  4/29/1861 

George  F.  Kolbe 
Hardbound  Catalogs 

sale  1 & 2 (76),  4 (78) 
6(79),  10  ('81) 

11,  12  ('82),  32  ('87) 

36  ('88),  40  ('89) 


American  Journal  of 
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Also  Buying  Odd  Issues 


RESPOND  NOW!  » 


Raymond  Catalogs 

11/9/1908  4/26/1926 

2/9/1910  3/27/1927 

8/27/1917  11/21/1927 

12/4/1918  5/24/1928 

5/26/1919  11/20/1945 

The  Asylum 

vl -no.  2/3,4  v7-no.  2,4 
v2-no.  3,4  vIO-no.  2,3 

Mehl's  Coin  Circular 

No.  1,3,  4,  5,  7,  8,  9,  10 

Elder  Monthly 

1906/7-no. 1 ,4,5,7,8,9,11 
1907/8-no.  3,6/7,10,12 

Numismatic  Philistine 

Elder  1909-nos.  1,  2,  3 

Elder  Magazine 

1910-nos.  2,4,5,6,11,12 

Elder  Catalogs 

1926:  Feb.,  April,  June 
1926:  October 
1927:  Feb.,  May,  July 
1928:  Feb.,  April 


Michael  J.  Sullivan 

P.  O.  Box  32131 
Cincinnati,  OH  45232 


U.S.  Coin  Co.  Catalogs 

7/8/1914  4/12/1917  1 

12/10/1914  6/5/1917 

6/15/1916  3/7/1918  j 

11/9/1916  4/4/1918 

2/20/1917  + all  Plated 

Numisma  (Frossard) 

vl-no.  1,2, 4, 6 
v3-no.  2,6  v7-no.1  : 

v4-no.  1,2  v8-no.  2.5.6 

v5-no.  1 v9-no.  1.6 

v6-no.  2,3,5  vl  0-all 

Books:  Currency  and 
Counterfeiting 

• Bank  Directories 

• Bank  Histories  (U.S.) 

• Dye's  Book  Bank  Note 
Mirror  (1853  or  1855) 

• Dye's  Book  Bank  Note 
Plates  (1853) 

• Heath  Counterfeit 
Detectors  - all 

• Hepburn:  History  of 
U.S.  Currency 

• Kane:  Romance  and 
Tragedy  of  Banking 

• National  Bank  Acts 
Published  U.S  Govt. 

• All  Vignette  Books 

Tel:  (513)  665-4918 
Fax:  (513)  626-1401 
Sullivan.MJ.2@PG.com 


